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Mike: Clean debt ceiling bill. Negotiate the
rest in appropriations with an eye toward bal-
ancing cuts and revenue increases. No raising
eligibility requirements. No benefit reductions.
Means testing, possibly. Perhaps raise SS cap
beyond $106,000 . . ..

Jean: Perhaps it would simply raise the debt
ceiling, as has been done so many times in
the past, without including the other crap that
the Tea Party idiots are so against. Then work
on THAT compromise, which will cut spending
AND raise taxes . . . especially on the rich to
add to their fair share. Or is that too easy?

Deborah: after the reports of multi billion
dollar profits from big oil this week it is time to
share with the government across the board
. . . The timing of these earnings is not ex-
actly ideal for the Republicans in Congress.

Debbie: What is the big deal on the debt
ceiling, really? Why can’t it be taken care of
as it has been in the past? Yes, | know we are
swimming in debt and yes, | know it has to be
reined in, but please, please, please not on
the backs of our elderly citizens. Does no one
in the Tea Party have a mother or father who
have social security and medicare as their
only source of income and health care? | find
the Tea Party’s newly elected House members
to be arrogant, self-serving and short-sighted.
Also, is every wealthy American a job pro-
ducer? The Republican party seems to think
so0, because to hear them tell it, raising taxes
on the wealthy will limit job growth; there are
so many loopholes for the wealthy, that they
pay only a fraction of their assessed taxes as
it is. Washington is broken and seems beyond
fixing, short of ditching everybody up there
and starting over again, and | know that's not
a fix either.

Jane: There are not enough taxes that could
possibly be collected to pay off our debt! Just
stop the spending! Obama is running this
country into the ground! Wake up people un-
less you like the idea of losing everything. Not
hard to figure out.

Stacey: A bipartisan balanced budget would:
(1) pass a clean increase to the debt ceiling
(NO riders or deals attached). (2) Increase in
revenues by increasing the tax brackets to
pre-Reagan levels. OR by making a 9% flat
tax for all Americans, no deductions. (3) Re-
duce spending by scaling back on foreign
wars. (4) Reducing Washington waste, Sen-
ators and Representatives pay own way after
leaving office like ordinary citizens (they’ll col-
lect SS and Medicare too. (5) Keep Social Se-
curity and Medicare intact, stop Gov’t from
borrowing from these programs. The Gov'’t
MUST REPAY, all monies borrowed from SS
since Reagan’s tenure. (6) Stop subsidizing
Big Oil or other conglomerates. (7) Follow
California’s lead and Congress and Senate
does not get paid unless a balanced budget is
passed into law by June 30th. Otherwise they
work for free until the job is done. No back
pay if budget passed after June 30th.

———

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BOROUGH OF HOLLIDAYSBURG

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to rise today to recognize the Borough of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Hollidaysburg upon the 175th anniversary of
its founding. I, along with close to 6,000 of my
constituents am proud to call Hollidaysburg
home and | am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to call attention to the borough and its
history in the House today.

Hollidaysburg, like so many other boroughs
in Pennsylvania, has a rich history that
stretches back before the founding of our na-
tion to the French and Indian War.
Hollidaysburg was first settled in the early
1700’s by brothers Adam and William Holliday
after their purchase of 1,000 acres of land
along the Juniata River from the decendents
of William Penn.

As with many small settlements of the time,
the community forged from the wilderness by
the Holliday family remained small throughout
the Revolutionary War and the first few years
of America’s founding. However, as America
began to expand and look west, the popu-
lation began to grow as important transpor-
tation projects like the Huntingdon, Cambria,
and Indiana Turnpike were completed.

In 1832, Hollidaysburg underwent a second
population boom when the Pennsylvania Main
Line Canal opened, giving merchants in the
area a way to move their products to Philadel-
phia and other eastern markets. Two years
later, the Allegheny Portage Railroad solidified
Hollidaysburg as a center for trade by linking
the canal to a railroad connecting Pittsburgh
and Philadelphia. Later, at the dawn of the
Twentieth Century, the Pennsylvania Railroad
established a large switching vyard at
Hollidaysburg; further solidifying the borough’s
important role as a link in America’s growing
railroad infrastructure.

This rapid development in transportation
around Hollidaysburg enabled the borough to
officially charter itself in 1836. Within a few
years, the population surged again, to a
record number of 2,000 inhabitants by 1840.
The borough’s growth in such a short time en-
abled it to become the seat of Blair County
and remains a center of commerce and local
government to this day. | might add to that list,
innovation since Hollidaysburg is the home of
the renowned and ageless toy, the Slinky.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the borough of
Hollidaysburg for 175 years of history, growth
and success. Hollidaysburg continues to boast
a vibrant community in a beautiful area of
Pennsylvania and | invite the American people
to help celebrate its anniversary by visiting the
borough to experience all it has to offer first
hand.

———

MOROCCO: ANSWERING THE CALL
FOR REFORM AND PROTECTION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to speak to my colleagues today about
the relationship between the United States
and Morocco. Today, with chaos and conflict
spreading in North Africa and the Middle East,
it is important that the United States recognize
and encourage those countries that share our
democratic values and support reforms so
badly needed in the region. There is no better
friend and ally for America in North Africa than
the Kingdom of Morocco.

July 29, 2011

You may ask, “How has the country fared
during the recent crises in the region?” Mo-
rocco has largely avoided the tensions, con-
frontations, and violence common to other
countries. There have been few disturbances
in the country; and demonstrations for better
governance, more transparency, and jobs
have been largely peaceful and constructive.

Ties between the Moroccan people and the
King are quite strong and it is this bond that
supports the partnership that the King has
called for in the process to reform the constitu-
tion through a consultative process and na-
tional referendum—steps unheard of in other
parts of the Arab Middle East and North Afri-
ca.

Recently, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation, Taieb Fassi Fihri, visited the
United States to talk about the reform process
in Morocco, and to consult with United States
government officials about how to bring great-
er stability, security, development, and democ-
racy to the region. He met with senior officials
in the White House and State Department. On
March 23, Secretary of State Hilary Clinton
met with the Foreign Minister to discuss con-
crete steps to renew and strengthen the stra-
tegic relationship between the United States
and Morocco. She called it a “very special re-
lationship,” and praised the King for his con-
tinuing actions to promote reform and enhance
economic, political, and social development in
Morocco and the broader region.

As Secretary Clinton remarked, “We also
look forward with great optimism to further
deepening our strong and strategic partnership
in working with Morocco on so many issues.”
Among the areas discussed with the Foreign
Minister were cooperation on resolving the
Western Sahara conflict and promoting
Human Rights.

With regard to the Western Sahara, the
Secretary reiterated that the Obama Adminis-
tration policy is consistent with that of the two
previous administrations; and that the Moroc-
can autonomy proposal for resolving the con-
flict was “serious, realistic, and credible.” The
Foreign Minister provided the U.S. government
with an update on recent progress in pro-
moting Human Rights and was advised by the
State Department that the new reforms were
largely satisfactory and met U.S. government
concerns.

Among the key changes already launched
by Morocco in December 2010 are new and
independent institutions and collateral mecha-
nisms to promote human rights in all areas of
Morocco, including the Sahara, protecting
whistle blowers, providing authority to bring
charges against human rights violators, and
setting up new channels for reporting human
rights abuses. Additionally, a stronger level of
human rights protections are included in the
constitutional reforms proposed by the King in
his speech of March 9, 2011.

From an international reporting perspective,
the new process adopted by Morocco will link
the new Moroccan Human Rights institutions
with the various Special Rapporteurs of the
UN Human Rights Commission.

Unfortunately, others who either lack this in-
formation or chose to ignore it are supporting
a monitoring proposal that ignores the core
issues of the Western Sahara conflict: sup-
porting and respecting the rights of the refu-
gees held in the camps in Tindouf, Algeria.
The proposal does nothing to address much
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